











THE : 
Watlachuletts 


MISSIONARY MAGAZINE. 





qr ee amamammnan an ag 


No. 3. AUGUST, 1806. Vol. IV. 











—_ 


Biography. 


LIFE OF THE REV. WILLIAM TENNENT. 
( Continued from page 51.) 


UT while this man of God was thus successful in promot- 

ing the best interests of his fellow-creatures, and ad- 
vancing the glory of his Lord and Master, the great enemy of 
mankind was not likely to observe the destruction of his king; 
dom without making an effort to prevent it. As he assailed our 
blessed Saviour in the days of his flesh with all his art and 
all his power, so has he always made the faithful followers of 
the Redeemer the objects of his inveterate malice. Ifthe 
good man, of whom we write, was greatly honoured by pe- 
culiar communications from on high, he was also very often 
the subject of the severe buffetings of that malignant and 
fallen spirit. . 

The time of which we are now speaking was remarkable 
for a great revival of religion,* in which Mr. Tennent was 
considerably instrumental, and in which a Mr. David Row- 
land, brought up with Mr. Tennent at the Log-College, was 
also very remarkable for his successful preaching among all 
ranks of people. Possessing a commanding eloquence, as 
well as other estimable qualities, he became very popular, 
and was much celebrated throughout the country. His ce- 
lebrity and success were subjects of very serious regret to 
many careless worldlings, who placed all their happiness in 
the enjoyment of temporal objects, and considered, and re- 
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presented Mr. Rowland and his brethren as fanatics and: hy- 
pocrites. This was specially applicable to many of the great 
‘men of the then province of New Jersey, and particularly 
to the chief justice, who was well known for his disbelief of 
Revelation. There was at this time, prowling through the 
country, a noted man by the name of Tom Bell, whose knowl- 
edge and understanding were very considerable, and who 
greatly excelled in low art and cunning. His mind was to- 
tally debased, and his whole conduct betrayed a soul capable 
ef descending to every species of miquity. In all the arts of 
theft, robbery, fraud, deception, and defamation, he was so 
deeply skilled, and so thoroughly practised, that it is believed, 
he never had his equal in this country. He had been in- 
dicted in almost every one of the middle colonies; but his 
ingenuity and cunning always enabled him to escape pun- 
ishment. This man unhappily resembled Mr. Rowland in 
his external appearance, so as hardly to be known {from him, 
without the most careful examination. 

It so happened, that Tom Bell arrived one evening, at a 
tavern, in Princeton, dressed in a-dark, parson’s gray frock. 
On his entering the tavern about dusk, ‘the late John Stock- 
ton, Esq. of that town, a pious and respectable man, to whom 
Mr. Rowland was well known, went up to Bell, and addressed 
him as Mr. Rowland,. and was inviting him te go home with 
him. Bell assured him of his mistake. It was with some 
difficulty that Mr. Stockton acknowledged his error, and then 
informed Bell, that it had arisen from his great resemblance 
to Mr. Rowland. This hint was sufficient for the prolific ge- 
hius of that notorious impostor. The next day, Bell went 
into the county of Hunterdon, and stopped in a congregation 
where Mr. Rowland had formerly preached once or twice; but 
where he was not intimately known. Here he met witha 


member of the congregation, to whem he introduced himself 


as the Rev. Mr. Rowland, who had preached to them some: 
time before. ‘This gentleman immediately invited him to his: 
house, to spend the week; and begged him, as the people 
were without a minister, to preach for them on the next Sab- 
bath, to which Bell agreed, and notice was accordingly given 
to the neighbourhood. The impostor was treated with every 
mark of attention and respect; and a private room was as- 
signed to him, as a study, to prepare for the Sabbath. The 
sacred day arrived, and he was invited to ride to church with 
the ladies in the family waggon, and the master of the house 
accompanied them on an elegant horse. When they had arriv- 
ed near the church, Bell on a sudden discovered, that he had 
left his notes in his study, and proposed to ride back for them 
on the fine herse, by which means he should be able to re- 
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turn in time forthe service. This proposal was instantly 
agreed to, and Bell mounted the horse, returned to the house, 
rifled the desk of his host, and made off with the horse. Wher- 
ever he stopped, he called himself the Rev. David Rowland. 

At the time this event took place, Messrs. Tennent and 
Rowland had gone into Pennsylvania or Maryland, with Mr. 
Joshua Anderson and Mr. Benjamin Stevens, (both members 
of a church contiguous to that where Bell had practised his 
fraud) on business of a religious nature. Soon after their re- 
turn, Mr. Rowland was charged with the above robbery ; he 
gave bonds to appear at the court at Trenton, and the affair 
made a great noise throughout the colony. At the court of 
oyer and terminer, the judge charged the grand jury on the 
subject with great severity. After long consideration, the ju- 
ry returned into court without finding a bill. The judge 
reproved them, in an angry manner, and ordered them out 
again. They again returned without finding a bill, and 
Were again sent out with threatenings of severe punishment 
if they persisted in their refusal. At last they agreed, and 
brought in a bill for the alleged crime. On the trial, Messrs. 
Tennent, Anderson, and Stevens appeared as witnesses, and 
fully proved an a@éidi in favour of Mr. Rowland, by swearing, 
that on the very day on which the robbery was committed, 
they were with Mr. Rowland, and heard him preach, in 
Pennsylvania or Maryland. The jury, accordingly, acquitted 
him without hesitation, to the great disappointment and mor- 
tification of his prosecutors, and of many other enemies to the 
great revival of religion that had recently taken place ; but 
to the great joy of the serious and well disposed. 

The spirits hostile to the spread of the gospel were not, 
however, so easily overcome. In their view, an opportunity 
was now presented, favourable for inflicting a deep wound on 
the cause of Christianity ; and, as if urged on by the malice 
of man’s great enemy, they resolved that no means should be 
left untried, ne arts unemployed, for the destruction of these 
distinguished servants of God, Many and various were the 
circumstances which still contributed to inspire them with 
hopes of success. The testimony of the person who had been 
robbed was positive that Mr. Rowland was the robber; and 
this testimony was corroborated by that of a number of indi- 
viduals, who had seen Tom Bell personating Mr. Rowland, 
using his name, and in possession of the horse. These sons 
of Belial had been able, after great industry used for the 
purpose, to collect'a mass of evidence of this kind, which 
they considered as establishing the fact ; but Mr. Rowland 
was now out of their power by the verdict of not guilty. Their 
vengeance, therefore, was directed against the aan? by 
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whose testimony he had been cleared; and, they were ac- 
cordingly arraigned for perjury before a court of quarter 
sessions in the county; and the grand jury received a strict 
charge, the plain import of which was, that these good men 
ought to be indicted. After an examination of the testimony 
og one side only, as is the custom in such cases, the grand jury 
did accordingly find bills of indictment against Messrs. Ten- 
nent, Anderson and Stevens, for wilful and corrupt perjury. 
Their enemies, and the enemies of the gospel, now began to 
triumph. ‘They gloried in the belief, that an indelible stain 
would be fixed on the prefessors of religion, and of conse- 
quence on religion itself; and that this mew &yht, by which 
they denominated all appearance of piety, would soon be ex- 
tinguished forever. 

These indictments were removed to the supreme court ; 
and poor Mr. Anderson, living in the county, and conscious 
of his entire innocence, could not brook the idea of lying 
under the odium of the hateful crime of perjury, and demand- 
ed a trial at the first court of oyer and terminer. This proved 
most seriously injurious to him, for he was pronounced 
guilty, and most cruelly and unjustly condemned to stand one 
hour on the court house steps, with a paper on his breast, 
whereon was written, in large letters, “ This is for wilful and 
corrupt perjury ;” which sentence was executed upon him. 

essrs. Tennent and Stevens were summoned to appear at 

the next court ; and attended accordingly, depending on the 
aid of Mr. John Coxe, an eminent lawyer, who had been pre- 
viously employed to conduct their defence. As Mr. Tennent 
was wholly unacquainted with the nature of forensic litigation, 
and did not know of any person living who could prove his 
innocence, (all the persons who were with him being indicted) 
his only resource and consolation was to commit himself to 
the Divine will, and if he must suffer, to take it as from the 
hand of God, who, he well knew, could make even the wrath 
of man to praise him ;* and considering it as probable that 
he might suffer, he had prepared a sermon to be preached 
from the pillory, if that should be his fate. On his arrival at 
Trenton, he found the famous Mr. Smith of New York, 
father of the late chief justice of Canada, one of the ablest law- 
yers in America, and of a religious character, who had vol- 
untarily attended to aid in his defence ; also his brother 
Gilbert, who was now settled in the pastoral charge of the 
second Presbyterian church in Philadelphia, and who had 
brought Mr. John Kinsey, one of the first counsellors of that 
city, for the same purpose. Messrs. Tennent and Stevens 
met 


_* His affectionate congregation felt deeply interested in his critical 
situation, and kept a day of fasting and prayer on the occasion. 
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met these gentlemen at Mr. Coxe’s the morning before the 
trial was to come on. Mr. Coxe requested that they would 
bring in their witnesses, that they might examine them previ- 
ously to their going into court. Mr. Tennent answered, that 
he did not know of any witnesses but God and his own con- 
science. Mr. Coxe replied, “ If you have no witnesses, Sir, 
the trial must be put off; otherwise you most certainly will 
be convicted. You we]l know the strong testimony that will 
be brought against you, and the exertions that are making to 
accomplish your ruin.” Mr. Tennent replied, “I am sensible 
of all this, yet it never shall be said that I have delayed the 
trial, or been afraid to meet the justice of my country. I 
know my own innocence, and that God, whose I am, and 
whom I serve, will never suffer me to fall by these snares 
of the devil, or by the wicked machinations of his agents or 
servants. Therefore, gentlemen, go on to the trial.” Messrs. 
Smith and Kinsey, who were both religious men, told him 
that his confidence and trust in God as a Christian minister of 
the gospel, was well founded, and before a heavenly tribunal 
would be all-important to him ; but assured him it would not 
avail in an earthly court, and urged his consent to put off the 
trial. Mr. Tennent continued inflexible in his refusal; on 
which Mr. Coxe told him that, since he was determined to 
go to trial, he had the satisfaction of informing him, that they 
had discovered a flaw in the indictment, which might prove 
favourable to him on a demurrer. He asked for an explana- 
tion, and on finding that it was to admit the fact in a legal 
point of view, and rest on the law arising from it, Mr. 
Tennent broke out with great vehemence, saying, that this 
was another snare of the devil, and before he would consent 
to it he would suffer death. He assured his counsel, that his 
confidence in God was so strong, and his assurance that he 
would bring about his deliverance in some way or other, was 
sé great, that he did not wish them to delay the trial for a 
moment. 

Mr. Stevens, whose faith was not of this description, and 
who was bowed down to the ground under the most gloomy 
apprehensions of suffering, as his neighbour Mr. Anderson 
had done, eagerly seized the opportunity of escape that was 
offered, and was afterwards discharged on the exception. 

Mr. Coxe still urged putting off the trial, charging Mr. 
Tennent with acting the part rather of a wild enthusiast, 
than of a meek and prudent Christian ; but he insisted that 
they should proceed, and left them in astonishment, not know- 
ing how to act, when the bell summoned them to court. 

Mr. Tennent had not walked far in the street, before he 
met aman and his wife, who stopped him, and asked if his 
name 
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name was nat Tennent. He answered ih the affirmative, 
and begged to know if they had any business with him. 
The man replied, * You best know.” He told his name, and 
said that he was from a certain place (which he mentioned) 
in Pennsylvania or Maryland ; that Messrs. Rowland, Ten- 
ment, Anderson, and Stevens had lodged either at his house, 
or in a house wherein he and his wife had been servants, (it is 
not now certain which) at a particular time, which he named 3 
that on the following day they had heard Messrs. Tennent 
aid Rowland preach ; that some nights before they left home, 
he and his wife waked out of a sound sleep, and each told the 
other a dream, which had just eccurred, and which proved 
to be the same in substance, to wit, that he, Mr. Tennent, 
was at Trenton, in the greatest possible distress, and that it 
was in their power, and theirs only, to relieve him. Consid- 
ering it as a remarkable dream only, they again went to sleep, 
and it was twice repeated precisely in the same manner to 
both of them. This made so deep an impression on their 
minds, that they set off, and here they were, and would 
know of him what they were todo. Mr. Tennent immedi- 
ately went with them to the court house, and his counsel 
on examining the man and his wife, and finding their testimo- 
ny to be full to the purpose, were, as they well might be, 
in perfect astonishment. Before the trial began, ‘another 
person, of a low character, called on Mr. Tennent, and told 
him that he was so harassed in conscience, for the part he 
had been acting in this prosecution, that he could get no rest 
till he had determined to come and make a full confession, 
He sent this man to his counsel also. Soon after, Mr. Stock- 
ton from Princeton appeared, and added his testimony. In 
short, they went to trial, and notwithstanding the utmost 
exertions of the ablest counsel, who had been employed to aid 
the attorney-zeneral against Mr. Tennent, the advocates on his 
side so traced every movement of the defendant on the Sat- 
urday, Sunday, and Monday in question, and satisfied the 
jury so periectiy on the subject, that they did not hesitate 
honourably to acquit Mr. Teanent, by their unanmious ver- 
dict of not guilty, to the great confusion and mortification of 
his numerous opposers. Mr. Tennent assured the writer of 
this, that during the whole of this busitiess, his spirits: never 
failed him, and that he contemplated the possibility of his 
suifering so infamous a punishment, as standing in the pil- 
Jory, without dismay, and had made preparation, and was ful- 
ly determined, to deliver a sermon to the people in that sit- 
uationy if he should be placed in it. 

He went from Trenton to Philadelphia with his brother, « 
and on his return, as he was rising the hill at the entrance 
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ef Trenton, without reflecting on what had happened, he ac- 
cidentally cast his eyes on the pillory, which suddenly so fill- 
ed him with horror, as completely to urman him, and it was 
with greatrdifficulty that he kept himself from falling from his 
horse. He reached the tavern door in considerable danger, 
was obliged'to be assisted to dismount, and it was some time 
before he could so get the better of his fears and confusion, 
as to proceed on hig journey. Such is the constitution of 
the human mind! It will often resist, with unshaken firmness, 
the severest external pressure and violence ; and sometimes 
it yields’ without reason, when it has nothing to fear. Or, 
should we not rather say, such is the support which God some- 
times affords to his people in the time oi their necessity, and 
such the manner in which he leaves them to [eel their own 
weakness when that necessity is past, that all the praise may 
be given where alone it is due? 

‘Lhe writer sincerely rejoices, that though a number of the 
extraordinary incidents in the life of Mr. Tennent cannot be 
vouched by public testimony and authentic documents, yet 
the singular manner in which a gracious God did appear 
for this his faithful servant in the time of that distress, which 
has just been noticed, is a matter of public notoriety, and 
capable of being yerified by the most unquestionable testimo- 
ny and records. | 

This special instance of the interference of the righteous 
Judge of all the earth ought to yield consolation to pious peo- 
ple in seasons of great difficulty and distress, where there is 
none that seems able to deliver them. Yet it ought to afford 
moO encouragement to the enthusiast, who tefuses to use the 
means of preservation and deliverance, which God puts in 
his power. ‘True confidence in God is always accompanied 
with the use of alk lawful means, and with the rejection of ail 
that are unlawful.. It consists in an unshaken belief, that 
while right means are used, God will give that issue, which 
shall be most for his glory and his people’s good. ‘The 
extraordinary occurrence here recorded may also serve as a 
solemn warning to: the enemies of God’s people, and to the 
advocates of infidelity, not to strive by wicked and deep laid 
machinations to oppose the success of the gospel, nor to at- 
tempt to injure the persons and characters of those faithful 
servants of the Most High, whom sooner or later he will vin 
dicate ‘to the unspeakable confusion of all, who have perse- 
euted and traduced them. 

Mr. Tennent was a man of the most scrupulous integrity, 
and though of a very grave and solemn deportment, he had 
a remarkably cheerful disposition, and generally communicat- 
ed his instructions with so much ease and pleasantry, as 
greatly 
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greatly to gain the confidence and affection of all with whom 
he conversed, especially of children and young people. In all 
his- intercourse with strangers and men of the world, he so 
managed his conversation, that, while he seldom neglected 
a proper opportunity to impress the mind with serious things, 
he always made them covet his company, rather than avoid 
it; well knowing that there is a time for all things, and 
that even instruction and reproof, to be useful, must be 
prudently and seasonably given. 

An instance of this disposition occurred in Virginia. The 
late Rev. Mr. Samuel Blair and Mr. Tennent were sent by 
the synod on a mission into that province. They stopped 
one evening ata tavern for the night, where they found a 
number of guests, with whom they supped in a common 
room. After the table was cleared, our missionaries with- 
drew from it. Cards were then called for, and the landlord 
brought in a pack and laid them on the table. One of the 
gentlemen very politely asked the missionaries if they would 
not take a cut with them, not knowing that they were cler- 
gymen. Mr. Tennent very pleasantly answered, “ With all 
my heart, gentlemen, if you can convince us, that thereby 
we can serve our Master’s cause, or contribute any thing to- 
wards the success of our mission.” This drew some smart 
reply from the gentleman, when Mr. T. with solemnity add- 

ed, “ We are ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ. We 
profess ourselves his servants; we are sent on his business, 
which is to persuade mankind to repent of their sins, to turn 
from them, and to accept of that happiness and salvation, 
which is offered in the gospel.” This very unexpected re- 
ply, delivered in a very tender, though solemn manner, and 
with great apparent sincerity, so engaged the gentlemen’s 
attention, that the cards were laid aside, and an opportunity 
was afforded, and cheerfully embraced, for explaining in a 
sociable conversation, during the rest of the evening, some of 
the leading and most important doctrines of the gospel, to the 
satisfaction and apparent edification of the hearers. 

Resignation to the will of God in all his dispensations, how- 
ever dark and afflictive, was among the excellent graces that 
adorned the character of this man of God. He had been tried 
in the course of God’s providence in various ways; but 
domestic afflictions, zs yet, had not been laid upon him. 
The time, however, was now come, when his character was 
to be brightened by a severe test of his resignation and obedi- 
ence, a test attended with many peculiarly distressing circum- 
stances. His youngest son, who was one of the handsomest 
of men, had just come into public life ; had commenced the 


practice of physic ; was married, and had one child. To the 
great 
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great distress of the parents, he discovered, though possessed 
of the sweetest temper, and most agreeable manners, no re- 
gard to the things that belonged to his eternal peace. Whol- 
ly negligent of religion, he indulged without restraint in the 
gaiety and follies of the world. ‘The pious father was inces- 
sant at the throne of grace in behalf of his dissipated son ; 
and was continually entertaining hopes that God would, by 
the influences of his Spirit, arrest him in his career, and bring 
him into the church of Christ, before his own summons should 
arrive ; that he might die in peace, under the consoling hope 
of meeting this dear child in a better world. God, however, 
had determined otherwise ; and the son, while engaged in in- 
oculating a number of persons, in a house he had obtained for 
the purpose, near his father’s neighbourhood, was seized in an 
unusually violent manner, with a raging fever. With the dis- 
order, he was brought to a sudden and alarming view of his lost 
condition by nature, and the grievous transgressions of his 
past life. His sins were all set in dread array against him. A 
horrible darkness, and an awful dread of the eternal displeasure 
of Jehovah, fell on him, so as to make him the dreadful ex- 
ample of a convinced sinner, trembling under the confound- 
ing presence ofan angry God, ‘The affectionate and pious fa- 
ther was constantly in prayer and supplication, that God would 
have mercy upon him. He seldom left the side of his bed. 
For many days the fever raged with unabated fury ; but the 
immediate distresses which it occasioned, were lost or forgot- 
ten in the severer pains of an awakened conscience. Such 
was the height to which his anguish at last arose, that the 
bed on which he lay was shaken by the violent and united con- 
vulsions of mind and body. ‘The parents were touched to the 
quick; and their unqualified submission to God, as a sove- 
reign God, was put to the most rigorous proof. But in due 
time they came out of the furnace, as gold tried in the fire. 
God, in his infinite and condescending grace and mercy, 
was at last pleased, in some measure, to hear the many pray- 
ers put up by the parents, and many pious friends, for the re- 
lief of the poor sufferer. His views of the lost state of man 
by nature ; of the only means of salvation, through the death 
and sufferings of the Saviour; of the necessity of the inward 
regenerating grace of the Holy Spirit, became clear and con- 
sistent, and the importance of a practical acquaintance with 
these things was deeply and rationally impressed on his mind. 
He now saw that salvation, which he had deemed almost or 
altogether hopeless to him, was possible. His mind became 
calm, and he attended to religious instruction and advice. In 
a short time he began to give as much evidence of a change 
of heart as a death-bed repentance (rarely to be greatly relied 
No.3. Vol. IV, M 
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on) can easily afford. He sent for his companions in iniquity, 
and, notwithstanding his disorder, exerted humself to the ut- 
most to address them, which he did in the most solemn, aw- 
ful, and impressive manner, as a person, who, by the infinite 
mercy of a pray cr-hearing God, had been delivered from a hell 
gaping to receive him. He besought them, by ail the terrors 
of everlasting destruction ; by all the love they ought to bear 
to their own immortal sande ; by the love ofa crucified Jesus, 
who poured out his soul unto death, that they might live 
forever ; by his own awful sufferings and terrible example ; 
that they would repent and turn to God. This happy change 
was a reviving cordial to the distressed and suffering father. 
His. soul was overjoyed, and his mouth was full of the praises 
of redeeming love. His mind and spirits were hereby prepar- 
ed with true resignation, to surrender the son of his ad- 
vanced age to the God wlio gave him. After a few days more 
of severe suffering in body, but rejoicing in mind, the son was 
removed from time to eternity. There being no minister 
mn the neighbourhood, the father undertook to preach a a funeral 
sermon. All the son’s old companions that could be sent to, 
were specially invited, and the old gentleman preached in 
such a manner, with.a particular address to the young men, as 
to astonish every hearer: and while the seriously inclined 
wondered and adored, the careless were confounded and great~ 
ly alarmed. 

Scarcely had Mr. Tennent got over this heavy affliction, and 
returned to an active and useful course of life for a few 
years, When God again called him to another severe and ar- 
duous struggle of the same nature. His eldest son, John, pro- 
mised fair to make a distinguished figure in life, had possess- 
ed a large share in the affections of both father and mother, 
and was more dear to their hearts than ever, since the death 
of his brother. It so happened, that the father was called to 
New York to heal some differences between the members of the 
church there. The next morning after his arrival, he went 
into a bookstore, when one ef the ministers of the episcopal 
church came in, and on being introduced to him, after the com- 
mon salutations, told him that he condoled with him on the 
death of his eldest son in the West Indies. The oid gen- 
tleman was at first struck dumb. With difficulty he soon in- 
quired how the news came}; and being informed that it was 
by a circuitous route, he suddenly turned, and said, “ The 
will of the Lord be done.” The clergyman observed, that it 
was happy for him to be able so cordially to Submit to it. Mr. 
Tennent replied, “ The Lord is my God, his will be done.” 
On being asked by the bookseller, who was his particular 
friend, to retire into the house, and endeavour to settle his 

mind, 
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i mind, he answered, “ [ am come on the Lord’s business; my 
j duty requires that [ should finish it; when that is done I 
+e shail have time enough to mourn for my son.” He immedi- 
4 ately set off to attend his appointment, finished the business to 
ee his satisfaction, and next day returned home, where he found 
‘*s that a letter had been received by a neighbour, containing the 
{ same information which he had before received. Thus, on . 
la the most trying occasion, he showed the same submission to 
: che allotment ef Divine Providence that was discoverable in all 


his former conduct. The following extract from a letter, 
written at this time to the writer of this narrative, will show 
the temper of his mind in his own laneuage. “ Freehold, 
March, 1776. My dear Sir, Perhaps before this comes to hand, 
you will be tmformed, that He who gave me the honourable 
epithet of a father, has, in his wise and unerring providence, 
written me childless.¥ My son is dead. This account I had 
yesterday from a letter written to a iriend ; the account is so 
straight (though not circumstantial) that I cannot doubt its 
truth. The tender mother has not heard it, nor do I intend she 
shall, until authenticated. ‘This 1 mention asa caution to you, 
in case you should write me before the matter is published 
Let the dear heart have al! possible ease, before the load, 
which it is likely will try her life, falls upon her. J know her 
attachment to that child ; his conduct has been such as greatly 
endeared him tous. Our pains and expense in his educa- 
tion have been great, but infinitely short of what God has 
done for him. He has, therefore, the best right to him. 
Should we then, were it in our power, obstruct his taking full 
possession of his own property ? God forbid! This, Sir, 
through God’s goodness, is not only what I say, but it is the 
temper of my soul, for which God only deserves the ho- 
nour. Itis now above fifty years since my soul resigned itself 
to God in Jesus Christ. I had then neither son nor daughter ; 
I was completely satisfied with him, and, blessed be his name, 
a Iam sonecw. Have I then reason to cry out asifrujned? O! 
3 no: onthe contrary, I have the utmost reason for thanksgiv- 
ing, that he has not, in righteous judgment, deprived me of 
himself, in whom all fulness dwells. My wite and myself are 
now hastening to childhood! if spared a few years, we shall 
need one to lead us; and we shall look to you under God. 
All the benefit you can expect from so doing, will consist 
in the satisfaction of your own mind, that you have helped 
two old people through the last steps of their pilgrimage.” 

Thus did this pious man turn every event of life, however 
afflictive, 
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* He seems, in the depth of his distress, to have forgotten, that he 
yet had onc soa left, although he was 800 miles distant izom him. 
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afflictive, to the praise and glory of God, and he seldom omit- 
ted an opportunity of inculcating the same disposition on all 
his acquaintance, 

(To be continued.) 


REFLECTIONS ON THE CHARACTER OF NOAH 
AND HIS COTEMPORARIES. | 


(Concluded from page 56.) 


1. WE infer from the charaéters before us, the wide differ. 
ence between the righteous and the wicked. Noah’s heart 
was not under the influence of fublunary objects. The honour 
of God was manifeftly the fupreme objec of his affections. 
The oppofite courfes of conduct purfued by him and the inhab- 
itants of the devoted world, undeniably prove the great diver- 
fity of their moral charaéters and interefts. He believed the 
word of the Lord, without any hefitation, and immediately 
engaged in building the ark: but they difbelieved and refuf- 
ed to repent. His heart and theirs were in fuch diverfities, 
that it was morally impoffible for him to difregard the word 
of God, and morally impoflible for them to regard it. He 
could not but believe, and they could not but difbelieve. 
While he wholly devoted himfelf to the obje& of the divine com- 
mand, they devoted themfelves wholly to fenfuality. While he 
went every day to the ark, praying earneftly for fuccefs, they in 
the moft fcornful manner, imprecated his objeét. While he and 
his obedient family were entering the ark, “ they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, and knew not 
until the flood came and took them all away.” 

We are naturally very unwilling to believe, that the diverfi- 
ty of character between good and bad men is total; and afide 
from divine teftimony of this nature, which refts upan fact, 
we fhould rejeét the doérine. But when we attend to the obe- 
dience of the, patriarch, and the difobedience of the world, we 
muft be filent. ‘They were as really moral agents as Noah, and 
nothing except wilful blindnefs prevented their afcertaining the 
defign of God, as clearly as it was afcertained by him. O how 
hoftile is the nature of the finner’s heart to the command of 
God! And how alarming the confequence! For when at the 
expiration of their probationary ftate, he enters the ark full of 
faith, they collec by thoufands from the adjacent country to 
ridicule his folly and credulity. But alas, while the rain falls, 
and the flood rifes, they fill the air with the moft difmal cries 
and fhrieks, and foon are overwhelmed, and the ark floats and 
moves with majefty and fafety. 


2. We 
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2. We infer from the conduét of the old world, that there is 
no hope of the falvation of finners, merely by the efficacy of 
means. Itis the confident opinion of informed men, that fin- 
ners, by the proper ufe of means, may be induced to choofe God 
for their portion. They plead that means, if properly applied, 
will effec the moft defirable reformation, afide from any {pecial 
agency of the Spirit. We, however, think their opinion, rela- 
tive to the depravity of the human heart, is by no means cor- 
rect. For who can deny that the means ufed to reclaim the 
old world, were the beft calculated to anfwer the end at that 
period ? Surely we cannot think of any means more likely to 
xeform them, than thofe which were ufed. The declaration of 
God to deftroy the world, if they would not repent, the obedi- 
ent conduct of Noah, and the fight of the rifing ark, were as 
powerful motives and inducements as poflible. If able to repel 
thefe, they were able to repel any other means. But all the 
means which God ufed were in vain. Inftead of making them 
better, the advantages they enjoyed made them worfe and worfe, 
and more and more obnoxious to the wrath of God. Neither 
the example and admonition of Noah, nor life and death fet be- 
fore them, made any proper impreflion on their hearts. If 
God had not given them proper warning, if he had not given 
them ample {pace for repentance during an hundred and twen- 
ty years, the inference would not obtain in this connexion, 
But now it muft obtain, For what more could God have done 
to his ancient vineyard, that he did not do in it? But, alas! 
amid that blaze of light with which the world was favoured 
during a century, not one finner repented, of whom we have 
any account, nor even opened his eyes to fee the danger at 
hand. Ina world full of light they would not fee. How vile 
and guilty is man! What is total depravity, if it does not con- 
fift in refufing all good, while the only alternative is all evil ? 
Thofe, who in the midft of light refufe all good, and fubjecé 
themfelves to all evil, are as totally depraved as the infernal 
reprobates. Hence 

3. We infer the neceffity of the fpecial influences of the Spirit 
in regeneration. If the beft means cannot induce finners to 
ferve God, they muft inevitably perifh, except God in a fpecial 
and gracious manner renews their hearts. God magnifies his 
grace in every ftage of the work of redemption. How full of 
grace was the covenant of redemption! For God promifed 
to make his only Son the facrificial fubftitute of finners. How 
gracious was Chrift to come into the world in that humble 
manner, and to embrace the crofs! How gracious is God to 
furnifh us with all the means of the gofpel! How ineffably 
gracious to wait on finners fo long, who refafe the offer of his 
mercy! And may I not add, how much more gracious ftill, 
te 
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to change the hearts of finners, and make them willing to come 
to Chrilt for falvation! For notwithftanding all the difplays of. 
gtgce which God makes to finners, they will all be loft, except 
he makes them new creatures. It is therefore to be withed, 
that thofe who cannot bear the doétrine of ele@tion, would once 
remember, with anfwerable exercifes of heart, that it is more 
wonderful that aay are eleGed and faved, than it could be if all the 
human race were reprobated and deftroyed. The wonder and 
amazement are on the fide of the election of any, and not.on the 
fide of the non-eledion of others. For we all deferve the wrath 
of God as really asthe fallenangels. We have no more reafon. 
to complain becaufe God has. not elected ail the race of apoftate 
man, than we have to complain that he has not elected any of 
the apoftate angels. 

4. We infer from the condué& of Noah and his cotempora- 
ries, that good meni are much better and that wicked men are 
much worfe than is often granted or fuppofed. Itis urged by 
many, who profefs much theological fuperiority, that the differ- 
ence between faints and finners is rather local and circumftan- 
tial than real. They judge that finners, by a proper fhare of 
moral fuafion and cultivation, may be made Chri(tians, becaufe 
their hearts are in fome meafure congenial with the hearts of 
Chriftians. But this is a great miftake, a very greaterror. For 
while it is manifeft that Noah was under the influence of ditin- 
tereited affection, fo it is equally manifelt that his cotempora- 
ries were under the influence of felfifh affection, or felf-love. 
And who does not fee, that thefe affeétions are holtile to each 
other? No meafures will make them harmonize. Like fire 
and water, light and darknefs, they conftantly oppofe each other. 
How excellent then the character of Noah to oppofe the world, 
and how bafe the world to oppofe him and his God! Surely, 
the good man muft have more grace than the common allow- 
ance which theologifts grant him, to ftand his ground, and the 
wicked man muft be the fubject of more wickednefs than the 
common allowance, to refift the motives of the gofpel. Neither 
the good nor the bad can ftand their ground nor proceed with- 
out more perfonal qualification and influence, refpectively, than 
is afcribed commonly to their characters. If good men were 
not better than is generally fuppofed, they could not aé like Noah, 
Daniel, and Job, and many modern faints ; and if wicked men 
were not more depraved and bafe than is generally fuppofed, 
efpecially by the liberal clafs, the old world would have re- 
pented, and finners, who enjoy the advantages of the gofpel, 
would bow their hearts before Chrift the blefled Saviour, 
They could not refrain. 

5. We infer from the character of the wicked, that the mof 
fatal difappointment attends them. As it was in the days of 
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Noah, fo it was agreeably to Chrift’s declaration at his com- 
ing in anger to deftroy Jerufalem ; and fo it will be at his fi- 
nal coming to judge the world. Like the foolifh virgins, all 
carelefs finners fleep, and never dream of danger. But, O! 
who can defcribe the alarm and the danger attending the 
wicked at the approach and the execution of the office of 
death’s meflenger? Whither fhall the dying finner turn for 
fupport? Neither weeping friends, .nor fkilful phyficians, nor 
the world can afford relief. The decree has paffed, and he 
muft die and be deftroyed ; for the day of probation is ended. 
And what will be the condition of finners at the final con- 
fummation? They will find no den nor cave to fcreen their 
guilty heads ; for the world will be on fire even at the very 
centre. The elements will melt with fervent heat, and all 
things will be confumed; and as they will derive no help 
from the world, fo they will derive none from Heaven. The 
door will be fhut againft them ; and the Judge will fay with a 
voice more terrible than thunder, “ Depart, ye curfed, into ev- 
erlafting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.” O finaer, 
what will you do? 

But to exhibit the awful difappointment, which awaits the 
wicked, I have only to afk my readers to recur to the inde- 
{cribable diftrefs, which took place when the flood began to in- 
creafe round the ark. Neither the hills, nor the roofs of their 
houfes, nor the fummits of the higheft mountains could pre- 
vent a watery grave. Till they were overwhelmed by the flood, 
the world was full of diftrefling cries and fhrieks. Alas, how 
muft Noah and his family have felt at the event! And how 
fhall we feel, when the world will at the final confummation be 
deftroyed by a flood of fire! Let both writer and reader 
prepare for the event. 

A. B.C. 








Religious Communications. 


AN ADDRESS TO PROFESSING CHRISTIANS. 


Dear Friends in our Lord Fefus Chrift, 

ERMIT a youth to addreis you on a fubjeé the moft in- 

terefting and important that ever employed the mind of 

man. | : 
Tue Duty oF proressinG Cuerstians is a theme, infinitely 

worthy the attention of all who are candidates for eternity. 

Whea 
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When we recount the mercies of God, and contemplate the 
bleffed Jefus fighing on the crofs, and {pilling his precious blood 
for us, rebels, who deferve no mercy ; and when we confider; 
that not only his honour, but the intereft of immortal fouls is 
peculiarly conneéted with our conduét in this life ; how does it 
become us to realize the great obligations we are under to be 
taithful to our God, to our own fouls, and the fouls of others. 
If we really believe what we profefs, how can we behold multi- 
tudes rufhing down the broad road to endlefs defpair, without 
feeling one tympathetic emotion, without crying to God for 
mercy, without even warning them of their danger! 

How folemn and awful will be the fcene, when we fhall 
itand before the judgment feat of Chrift, with thofe, who have 
been our companions in this world, and behold fome of them 
fent down to hell, perhaps, through our unfaithfulnefs ! “O, 
proteflor! do you not think, if you lived as the bleffed Re- 
deemer has commanded you, it might be a mean of faving, at 
leaft one finner, whe will be eternally loft? Solemn, awful 
confideration, that our conduct fhould prove the deftruction of 
an immortal foul! ! ! And, O you, who are parents, how 
can you endure, there to meet your dear children, and {fee 
them condemned to everilafting burnings, when you have nev- 
er devoted one hour in warning them of their danger, inftruct- 
ing them in religion, and training them up for God? You 
may have {pared no pains for their bodily fupport, but their 
precious fouls have been neglected! + 

Do we not frequently neglect to warn finners of their dan- 

er, left we fhould offend them, and incur their difpleafure? 

t us afk our own confciences whether, we fhould not warn a 
ion of his danger, if we faw him walking blindfold on an awful 
precipice ? 

Another ground on which we are prone to excufe ourfeives 
from this important duty, is by faying it will do no good, but 
only make them worfe : this is not only violating our covenant 
vows, but diftrufting the mercy of God ; for how do we know 
it will not do any good? Is it not as eafy for God to blefs 
our fincere endeavours in this, asin any thing elie? Let him 
know, that he, which converteth a finner from the error of his way, 

Shall fave a foul from death, and fall hide a multitude of fins. 

Though fome of us do not wholly negles this duty, yet do 
we not frequently perform it in fuch an indifferent manner, as 
tends to do more hurt than good, by not exprefling a fincere 
detire for their immortal interefts ? 

And, O my dear friends, while we care for others, let us 
examine our own hearts, and fee whether our defires and mo- 
tives are fimilar to thofe of the meek and lowly Jefus. No 
écubt but these = be thoufands of profeffing Chriltians fent 
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down to hell at the great day, and perhaps fome of us are of 
that unhappy number. 

Remember Jupas! ! ! 3 | 

Are we fubmiflive to the will of God in every thing, fo that 
we do not murmur or repine at any of the difpenfations of his 
providence? Are we at all times actuated by a fpirit of true 
benevolence, fo that we make the glory of God our ultimate 
object in every thing we do? Does fin appear to be that 
abominable thing, which our fouls hate? Is it our greateft 
burthen ? Does it grieve us that we have difhonoured and of- 
fended the Lord off glory ; and do we heartily refolve, that for 
the future, we will deny ourfelves of every thing the world 
calls dear, of every thing derogatory to the caufe of religion ? 
Does Jefus Chrift appear to us the chiefef among ten thoufand, 
and ene altogether lovely ? If thefe be our feelings, happy, hap- 
py are we; but if not, there is the greateft reafon to believe 
we are yet Fuda/es. 

If we do really love Chrift above all, how is it that we ap- 
pear more affected by the frowns or flatteries of a finful world, 
than by all his ravifhing beauties and his infinite riches? If our 
affections be fupremely fet on things heavenly and divine, we 
fhall dwell fweetly on the theme, and it will be as our meat 
and drink to confer together on the great things of eternity. 

Our regard for the caufe of Chrift will appear, from the 
concern we fhow for it, and our exertions for its fupport. 

If our affections were detached from this world ; if we lived 
like ftrangers and pilgrims here ; if we ardently defired to be de- 
livered from this body of death; what anguifh fhould we feel 
for fin! what horrors at the idea of eternal mifery ! what 
tranfports, at the news of falyation! how would our hearts 
expand with joy, that the time is /o near when we fhall be de- 
livered from this wretched ftate of fervitude, and go home to. 
enjoy the dear objects of our wifhes to all eternity ! 

JULIUS. 


—<=tt © 


ORIGINAL LETTER. 


Dear Sir, 

ALTHOUGH I have not, and probably in time fhall not 
have the pleafure of a perfonal acquaintance with you, yet I 
feel it a duty incumbent upon me, to addrefs you by letter. 

About the latter end of laft December your fon became a 
member of my family, and continued fuch until fome time ig 
May laft, at which time he went to the weftern end of this 
State. I heard he was unwell, and uncomfortably fituated ; 
upon hearing which I wrote to him, requelting him to re- 
No 3. Vol. IV. N turn 
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to us again. Immediately upon his return, we made 
application to a phyfician, the moft eminent here; fuck 
means as were'prefcribed were applied; but, notwith- 
ttanding every effort of phyficians, his diforder advanced, 
and he daily appeared to grow weaker, uatil he clofed his eyes 


. in death ! 


He was chiefly confined to bed for between three and four 
weeks before his death. Let me now entreat you to fulpend 
your tears until I give you fome faint reprefentation of the 
great things God was pleafed to do for his foul before he took 
him to hirmfelf. 

He appeared to view death with fome terror, but at the 
fame time to have his mind turned towards the promifes and 
invitations in God’s word. He at times enjoyed confiderable 
comiort, particularly when he was fitting in the room with my 
wife, and converfing with her about the happinefs that the 
fpirits of departed faints enjoy in the prefence of God; at 
which time, God was pleafed in a very gracious and remarka- 
ble manner to manifeft himfelf to him, and filled his foul with 
“* joy unfpeakable and full of glory.” 1 entertain no doubt but he 
will recollect that evening’s happinefs, and will praife his con- 
defcending Redeemer for it through eternity. At that mo- 
ment, death to him was entirely difarmed of his fting, and he had 
a fweet view of the joys of the bleffed in the immediate pref- 
ence of God. He was filled with fuch joy and peace in be- 
lieving, that he appeared almoft to have forgotten that he was 
yet in the body. I cannot, by any language, convey to you an 
adequate idea of that holy joy with which his foul was then 
filled. He exulted and triumphed in the Redeemer’s right- 
eoufnefs ; and rejoiced that he was ftripped of all dependence 
upon his own righteoufnefs. It appeared as ifa ray of light 
divine from the glorious Sun of Righteoufnefs had fhone into 
his mind, opening up to his view the plan of falvation through 
a Redeemer, in fuch a manner as to fill his foul with inexpref- 
fible delight. He enjoyed the confolations of living religion in 
as great a degree as his feeble body could bear. He long- 
ed for death, and viewed it a privilege to die. He faid that 
“his precious Redeemer had perfumed the grave.” He was 

enerally kept fo free from pain, as not to prevent the molt 
fixe exerciics of mind, and appeared to rejoice at the vifible 
decline of his body and bodily ftrength. He did not with 
death as a mean of freeing him from pain; but as the mean 
by which his active foul would be enlarged, the better to 
praife his glorious Redeemer. He confidered his body as a 
clog to his foul, and often made ufe of that expreffion. He 
appeared to be fo much in heaven, that different perfons in 
good health, who faw him in this fituation, could not help ex- 
claiming, 
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claiming, “ that they wifhed they were in his flead, notwith- 
fianding all his bodily infirmities.” He would often fay, 
‘Oh, to depart and be with Chrilt.” It would take feveral 
fheets of paper to write halt of the heavenly and endearing ex- 
preffions that he uttered in the lalt four weeks of his life. A 
few minutes before he died, he exclaimed, “* Why tarry thy 
chariot wheels ?” I afked him if he thought he was now dy- 
ing. He told me he thought he was; and then faid, “ Lord 
Jefus, come quickly.” I then afked him if he was ftill ready 
and willing to die; he anfwered, “entirely fo ;’? and then 
faid, “* Thy rod and thy ftaff they fupport me.” He then 
laid his hand acrofs his breafl, and without a ftruggle depart- 
ed. Thefe lat words, which he uttered, I think were intend- 
ed by him for our comfort, and to teltify to us that he enjoyed 
the prefence of Chrift in the very article of death. He de- 
lighted in reading Baxter’s Saints’ Reft, and having it read to 
him ; a hymn in Watts’ Lyric, ftyled, “a fight of heaven in 
ficknefs, he ufed to fing, even when his voice was almoft 


Joft in death ! 
F. R. 


Mt Fo re 


MAY BAPTISM EVER BE REPEATED FROM 
SCRUPLES OF CONSCIENCE ? 


WE think not. 1. Nothing in the word of God gives 
countenance to fuch a practice. Nothing more is faid of a 
fecond Chriftian baptifm, than of a feventh, or feven hundredth. 
The idea of a fecond Chriftian baptifm is not fuggelted in the 
word of God. No denomination of Chriftians, amid all 
the varying opinions of the church, have ever adopted fuch a 
practice. It is a child of fanciful, and felf fufficient individuals. 
Scruples of confcience, not dictated by the word of God, have 
no more claim to obedience, than a defire of profit, or fénfu- 
ality. A man may as well be rebaptized to promote his con- 
venience, or his party views, as to fatisfy a fcruple of con- 
fcience, not dictated by pofitive fcripture authority. God has 
given but one rule of action ; this is not confcience, but his re- 
vealed law. Many ways may feem right unto a man’s con- 
fcience, and yet be the ways of death. 

2. The difficulties, not to fay impradticability of this fyftem, 
render it extremely doubtful. Though in fome inftances the 
opinion againft the perfons concerned might be general; yet, 
who made them judges of another man’s confcience and heart, 
judges of an adminiltration, vifibly performed in a right man- 
mer, by perfons duly authorized? What a vaft majority of ca- 
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fes would be fatisfactory, or only doubtful to moft perfons, 
where fome would inftantly condemn. Every individual muk 


‘then judge for himfelf. What a field is here in which igno- 


rance, prejudice, refentment and enthufiafm, may fpread 
their defolating fires. What an engine of chaos in the church- 
es. How often does an hour of peevifhnefs, or even fadnefs, 
diffufe a fackcloth of darknefs over an excellent charaéter. 
This excellence may again be recognized, when the gloom or 
ill nature fubfides ; but, before this takes place, he is rebaptize 
ed. It was his parent or minifter with whom he was difpleafed, 
and during the paroxifm of his dilpleafure, he imagined the 
validity of his baptifm deftroyed. What mult he now do? 
go, and be unbaptized? It will inftantly be replied, not for 
paffion nor gloom ; but for a conicientious fcruple muft a per- 
fon be rebaptized. But, who fhall decide? It is common for 
men to make moft folemn profeflions of confcience, when their 
friends view them under the influence of paffion. In this cafe 
how fhall the minifter exculpate himfelf, who rebaptizes, while 
probably he has good hope of the parent or minifter, firft con- 
cerned in the adminiftration? Is his confcience nothing? 
Shall he not be allowed to obey his convictions of propriety and 
duty ? Shall the fecond baptiim depend on the compound con- 
viction of the perfon and minifter ? In its very nature is it not 
a prefumptuous, wicked, and impracticable office to determine 
in all poffible cafes, whether our minifter were prepared in 
heart to adminilter baptifm, and our parents to offer us in 

baptifm ? | 
3. A fecond baptifm deftroys the firlt ; this practice would 
deftroy infant baptifm. I1f one perfon may be baptized a fe- 
cond time on account of fome fcruple in his mind, another may, 
and every body may. Of what validity, authority, or impor- 
tance, is that ordinance, which any perfon may invalidate 
and deftroy at pleafure, according to his will, or fcruple of 
confcience ? Why fhould a man baptize his houfehold, as was 
cuftomary in the days of the apoftles*? they may, when advanc- 
edinfife, deny this baptifm. Is not this facred trifling, a profs 
profanation of the ordinance? It relieves no difficulty to fay 
fuch a cuftom is not common, and iiittle harm can be done. It 
may be common, and if the queftion be affirmatively an- 
{wered, it may with propriety become common, if worldly in- 
tereft, caprice or fafhion {hall offer a temptation ; for fcruples 
of confcience, not dictated by the word of God, have their origin 
in fome fuch felfifh affeétion. In fuch a cafe a perfon would 
not be merely permitted, but compelled to deny his infant 
baptifm. It is a dream equally abfurd to fuppofe men may 
choofe refpeéting duty. If a perfon may be baptized again 
in any given inftance, he muff be. For a man to fuppofe he is 
at 
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at liberty to do a thing, and at liberty not to do it, is to make 
himfelf, his own inclinations, the rule of his duty. This in- 
deed feems to be the wickednefs of the fyitem we oppole. . It 
fuppofes baptifm, not founded on the immutable principles of 
God’s word, but on the fcruples of men, which may vary and 
change every hour of their lives. 

4. The doétrine of rebaptizing makes the validity of the or- . 
dinance depend on the fubfequent views of the fubject. If a 
perfon fuppofes he has been baptized aright, then he has; _ if 
he fuppofes it was an empty formality, then it was ; it was no 
baptiim. The validity of baptifm depends on the fubfequent 
{eruple, opinion, whim, or caprice of the fubjeét. Such a per- 
fon might more confiftently at once avow himfelf an anabap- 
tift. No parent nor minifter can determine, that the admin- 
iftration was proper, valid baptifm; for they know not what 
fancy or fcruple may afterwards direct the views of the child. 
Js not this infinitely degrading the holy ordinance of baptifm, 
making it the creature of fancy and imagination? 

5- Onthe fuppofition, that known fincerity of heart is ne- 
ceflary in the agents to conftitute real baptifm, no perfon can 
ever be certain, that he has been duly baptized ; for no man 
can ever know the heart of his minifter or parents. He will, 
therefore, always have fome ground for apprehenfion, for fear, 
and ferious anxiety. To gain deliverance from this melan- 
choly uncertainty, prudence would diétate a fecond baptifm to 
every man. So is infant baptifm torn up by the roots and de- 
ftroyed, by rebaptizing. Here another infurmountable diffi- 
culty occurs. ‘The perfon rebaptized cannot know the heart. - 
of the minifter ; from this evil is no deliverance, but a new 
baptifm, as often as he doubts his minifter’s or his own good- 
nefs. This is a legitimate confequence of the fyftem. ‘The 
{cruple, which juftifies a fecond baptifm, will equally juftify a . 
thoufand baptifms of the fame perfon. The fcruples, which 
fuggeft the praétice, are fo indefinite, fo general, and fo un- 
certain, that they admit no precife limits. The man whg is 
rebaptized to-day, becaufe his parents were not fincere in their 
dedication of him, may find it equally neceflary to be baptized 
again to-morrow, on account of his own mfincerity to-day ; the 
next day he may difcover he was not fincere the day before : 
fo may he proceed in daily baptifms as long as he lives. ‘The 
man, who is rebaptized becaufe the firft minifter, who baptized, 
was not an orthodox or fincere difciple of Chrift, may very 
foon be convinced that the fecond minifter is a worfe man than 
the firft ; he:may be equally difappointed in the third, in the 
fourth, and in the four thoufandth. He is bewildered ina 
melancholy labyrinth: im a dark night of error, he is loft in 
boundlefs chaos, without ene ftar of reafon or Scripture to 
guide his courfe, or to cheer the horrid gloom. 





To 
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To fay thefe are extravagant cafes, which will never hap- 
pen, is to fay nothing to the purpofe. If thefe things do not 
happen, it is merely becaufe human folly and abfurdity have 
fome bounds ; it is not owing to any check or limitation in the 
@eory. The fyftem embraces and juitifies all thefe monftrous 
confequences. The man, who pretends he will be fatisfied 
with one rebaptifm, may as well pretend, that he alone has 
found the North on the waters of St. Lawrence, while others 
declare it is on the coat of Labrador, on the frozen ocean, 
and at the Arctic pole. From the whole, we learn how necefla- 
ry it is to abide by the inftruction of God’s word. ‘The moment 
we leave the facred pages to follow our own opinions or feel- 
ings, we wander in a tracklefs defert, or are toft on the wild 


billows of error and delufion. EUSEBIUS. . 
at CD tee —- 


LETTERS TO THE YOUNG. L¥o. Li. 


( Continued from page 58.) 
Dear Youth, 

MY firft letter was clofed with the addrefs of wifdom te 
the children of men. Prov. viii. 32. “ Now, therefore, hearken 
unto me, O ye children; for blefled are they that keep 
my ways.” ‘This addrefs is directed to you by God our Sa- 
viour, who, when in the form of a fervant, was pleafed to no- 
tice children. What flrong obligations do fuch friendly, en- 
dearing expreffions lay you under, to attend ferioufly to what 
God reveals to you. Your glorious Creator and Redeemer 
has condefcended to pay particular attention to yon in his 
word. ‘ Heaken unto me, O ye children.”? To hearken un- 
to God is to attend ferioufly and prayerfully to the truths and 
duties, which he reveals in his word and works. To hearken 
is to love the truths and obey the precepts of the Bible. To 
hearken then is your duty ; it is moft reafonable for creatures 
to attend diligently and dutifully to the requirements of the 


great God. And it is peculiarly the duty of children and 


youth to liften to what God fays, when he addrefies them with 
fo much tendernefs and affection. It is of unfpeakable impor- 
tance for you to’read, underftand, and obey the truths and 
commands, revealed in the Holy Scriptures. Your everlait- 
ing happinefs depends on your cordial, dutiful reception of 


them. I fhall folicit your attention to a number of things, 


which God has gracioufly revealed to you, and to which he 


requires you to hearken. 


I. God has made known to you in his word and by his 
providences, that you mult die. “It is appointed unto 
men 
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men once to die.” ~The grave is the houfe appointed for all 
the living. To you this folemn truth is now particularly ap- 
plied. ‘The final period of your fhort and uncertain lives is 
faft approaching. ‘Tche wings of time are wafting you to the 
land of filence, with rapid, unceafing flight. You have doubt- 
lefs feen young people, like yourfelves, carried to the tomb; 
and ere long you too will be carried there after them. _Real- 
ize that you muft fhortly be in the fituation of the dying ; that 
you mutt foon bid an everlafting adieu to all earthly profpects 
and purfuits. However diftant you imagine the day of your 
death ; however fecure of health and life you feel; the day is 
{peedily, very fpeedily approaching, when you will be con- 
{trained to part with the hope of more time, and give up the 
delufive enjoyments in which you now reft. Perhaps the 
thoughts of death are difagreeable to you, deftroy your mirth, 
and {pread a gloom over your minds. But this is becaufe you 
are not prepared to die, and if death overtake you in this ftate, 
it will be terrible indeed. Whether you are prepared, or not, 
whether you think of dying or not, the time is haftening, the 
king of terrors is approaching, and it is impoflible to obtain a 
difcharge in that war. Since it is certain, you mult die fooner 
or later, and you may die in early life, is it not extremely un- 
wife in you to put death at a great diftance? God calls you to 
hearken to this ferious truth, that you are mortal. It is of 
great importance that you know and refleé& upon this truth. 
Often meditate upon the folemn event of exchanging worlds. 
Then the vain amufements of the young will appear infignifi- 
sant, time will feem precious, and religion important. 

II. Another truth, which God has revealed, and to which 
you ought to hearken, is, that you are accountable to him for 
your conduct. ‘ God will bring every work into judgment, 
with every fecret thing, whether it be good or evil.” “ But I 
fay unto you, that every idle word that men {hall fpeak, they 
fhall give account thereof in the day of judgment.” ‘ For 
we mutt all appear before the judgment feat of Chrilt.” ‘ Eve- 
ry one of us fhall give account of himfelf to God.” The 
apoitle John in vifion faw the dead, {mall and great, {tand before 
God. The Scriptures, therefore, plainly teach, that all are ac- 
countable to God for every thought, word, and action; and 
this fentiment is perfectly agreeable to reafon. It feems molt 
reafonable, that the creatures of God fhould be accountable to 
him for their actions. But how interefting to youis this truth ! 
Muft you give account of all your conduct to God! Muft you 
ftand.in judgment and anfwer for every exercife of your hearts ? 
O yes, it isatruth. 1 fhall meet you there when it will be 
known whether you hearkened unto God, or not. If you die 
without being Chriftiians, as many do, with amazing anguifh 
you 
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you will appear there, while all your fecret wickednefs is made 
known. ‘Then you will be condemned for the foolifh, wicked 
conduct, of which yowhave been guilty during your whole lives. 
There it will appear, how you have flighted religious inflruction, 
and turned away from the calls of the Saviour. There you will 
be confounded for your obfcene, profane, and idle converfation. 
There you will be filled with fhame and horror for your im- 
pure, felifh and vain thoughts. Though you forget moft of 
thefe things now, yet you will be made to remember them in 
that day.. With what bitterne/s and felf reproach will you 
then bewail your madnefs and folly in delaying the great work © 
of religion, in difobeying God, and in rejecting Chrit! But 
it will then be too late i weeping and wailing to have any 
good effe&; the door of mercy will be fhut. ._Now mercy is 
offered to you, your duty is fet before you, and you are entreat- 
ed to be wife ; but then the offers of mercy will no more be 
made toany. Now is the day of grace, the feafon of probation ; 
then will be the day. of final accounts. Now a Saviour is of- 
fered to you in infinite compaflion; then the Saviour will be- 
come the inexorable Judge. Now perhaps you feel inclined to 
neglest religion, and it may be, laugh about it; then alfo 
Chrift will neglec&t you in yourtrouble, he will laugh at your 
calamity, and mock when your fear cometh. Attend to reli- 
gion now in youth, obtain pardoning mercy by a timely fub- 
miflion to God ; enfure the favour of your Judge by complying 
with the goipel call. Think frequently, that you muit give an 
account of yourfelves to God. "Remember, I entreat you, that 
you cannot efcape a mof ftri@, folemn: and impartial trial at 
the judgment of the great day. 

\fi., You are immortal creatures. This is evident from al} 
‘thofe paflages of Scripture, which teach that the righteous 
will be forever happy, and the wicked forever miferable. If 
heaven and hell are to be everlafting, as the Bible teaches, 
then the fouls both ofthe righteous and the wicked will exif 
to eternity. And what a folemn thought is this! What, ex- 
aft forever, even as long as God fhall exif! Is the dear youth, 
who is now reading or hearing this, to remain in being to eter- 
aity ?. This thought, in connexion with the laft particular, that 
you muft come to judgment, is fufficient to draw tears of af- 
fection and: concern from every one, who poffeffes the leaft be- 
mevolence. You are now in a ftate of trial, which will be 
clofed by death, and be followed by an endlefs eternity of retri- 
bution. In view of this, how wicked does it appear to trifle 
‘away time.in thoughtlefs amnfements! How unwife to negle@ 
the care of the foul! How precious is Chrift, who came to 
fave immortal fouls from endlefs mifery! The redemption of 
the foul is indeed precious, and it ceafeth forever. “O that 
you were wife, that you underftood this, that you would con- 
fider your latter end !” AMATOR. 
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Selections, 


EMINENT WITNESSES TO EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION. 


NO. J. 


Infidels profanely exult in the pretence, that none but the ignorarit 
and the weak minded are believers in Christianity ; and many profes- 
sed believers in the gospel not less profanely exult in the pretence, 
that; of experiméntal religion, the vital part of Christianity, by them call- 
ed enthusiasm or fanaticism, none but the ignorant andthe weak minded 
are professors. It is, indeed, to be lamented, that the religion, which 
comes from heaven, and which only condiicts thither, should not 
more generally meet with a favourable reception among the learned 
and the great of this world. But true as it is, that nct nidny wise men 
after the flesh; not many mighty, not many noble are called; it is equally 
true, that God has not, in any age, left himself without witnesses, 
even among the most distinguished in the walks of science, and in the 
ranks of society. This truth is set in a very pleasing light, in a late 
English publication, entitled, AN HIsTORIC DEFENCE OF EXPERI- 
MENTAL REUGIGION: As great names have an influence with almost 
all classes of mankind, we may render a service to Christianity, by 
giving to our readers some sketches, selected from the publication 
now mentioned. Under the general head, therefore, of EMINENT 
WITNESSES TO EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION, We propose to give, in 
several succeeding numbers of this Magazine, the names, and the tess 
timony of several personages, male and female, of different ages and 
countries, and eminent for their learning and rank, as well as for their 
religion. For the present we shall confine ourselves to such as were 
not of the clerical profession. 


GEORGE, PRINCE OF ANHALT.* 
Born A. D. 1507, Died 1553. 


HIS excellent prince flourifhed at the commencement of 
the Reformation. ‘ When Luther’s books of the Law 
and Gojpel, the Grace of Faith, kc. were {pread abroad, this no- 
ble youth read them with great ferioufnefs, and would often 
pray with tears to God, to incuineé his. heart to the truth.” 
He was convinced, and embraced this new edition of the gof- 
pel (if I may fo call it) with great zeal and affection. Not on- 
ly giving it a legal eftablifhment in his dominions, but devoting 
himfelf to the propagation of it in the church, was ordained 
bifhop of Merfburg in 1545. His letter of ordination calls him 
** Prince of Anhalt, count of Ofcania, lord in Bernbury,” &c. 
and exhorts him to be affured that “ Though his facred office 
was attended with many and great dangers, to fuftain which all 
human capacity is utterly unequal, yet God is truly prefent 
with, and dwells in his church, and the voice of the gofpel is 
under the protection and defence of God.” 
No. 3. Vol. IV. O His 
; * Clark’s Lives.—Biog. Evan. Vol. I. 
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His laft illnefs continued feveral months, and was borne with 
the fpirit of a Chriftian ; he converfed very pioufly and com- 
fortably of the divine promifes. He left behind him {feveral 
fermons arid traés, in fupport of the great truths of the re- 
formed religion. 


OLYMPIA FULVIA MORATA.* 
Born A. D. 1526. Died 1555. 


THIS ingenious Italian lady was educated in the court of 
Ferrara, under her learned father, who was preceptor to 
the young princes of that houfe ; with whofe filter, being about 
her own age, fhe formed an early intimacy. 

Mifs Morata could declarm in Latin, converfe in Greek, and 
was a critic in the higher elaffics. On the death of her father, 
fhe married the excellent Dr. Grunthler, a German phyfician, 
with whom fhe left Italy, and was afterwards converted to the 
Proteftant religion. The following is her own account of this 
happy event, in a letter to the above-mentioned princefs. 
—<‘* When, by the particular goodnefs of God, I was delivered 
from the idolatry of my own country, and had retired with my 
hufband into Germany ; the change made by his GRACE upon my 
heart, could I exprefs it, might feem almoft as incredible to 
you, as it is aftonithing to me. ' The diflike I once had to the 
Scriptures, from which I always kept, and was taught to keep, 
at the greateft diftance, was turned mto the greateft delight and 
pleafure I had in the world; and now my foul is prmcipally 
engaged in this moft blefled ftudy.” 

After this, fhe fettled in Heidelburg with her hufband, where 
fhe died in the utmoft peace and triumph, declaring fhe was 
“all joy,”’ even in the article of death. 





JANE D’ALBRET, QUEEN OF NAVARRE.+ 
Born A. D. 1529. Died 1572. 


PIETY in a crowned head is fo remarkable, that I fhould 
unwillingly pafs fuch an inftance of it as is exhibited in 
‘this lady, who was mother to the celebrated Henry 1V.. of 
‘France. ~ 

This excellent woman fucceeded to the crown of Navarre on 
‘the death of her father in 1555. In 1572 fhe vifited Paris, to 
‘Celebrate the nuptials of her fon Henry, then prince of Beara, 
‘with Margaret, fifter to the execrable Charles IX. of France. 
Here fhe fell fick, and died after a very fhort illnefs, during 
which fhe behaved with the greateft piety. “I believe (faid 
fhe) that Jefus Chrift is my only Mediator and Saviour, and 
look for falvation from no other, knowing that he hath 

. abundantly 


* Decoetlogon’s Theol. Misc. Vol. I. p.°152, 4, from Melchior Adams 
+ Gen. Dict. in Navarre. 
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abundantly fatisfied for the fins of all his people ; and therefore 
I am affured that God, for his fake, and according to his gra- 
cious promife in him, will have mercy upon me. O my God, 
in thy good time, deliver me‘from this body of death, and from 
the miferies of this prefent life, that I may no more offend thee, 
and that I may attain to the felicity which thou....haft promifed.” 

There were many fufpicions that this queen was poifoned, 
and fo fell a martyr to her zeal for the Proteftant faith ; and 
the Paris maflacre, which immediately followed, gave great 


appearance of probability to the charge. 





ADMIRAL COLIGNY.* 
Born A. D. 1516. Massatred 1572. 


GASPER de Coligny was the great chantpion of the 
Huguenots, or Calvinifs of France, in his tite.’ He fought 
their battles, he condu@ed their affairs, and‘ie'ddd a martyr 
to their caufe. t SIpTeORe 

Dr. Robertfon (defervedly ftyled the Britifh Livy) tells us 
—*A courage undifmayed -and undifconcerted amid the 
greateft dangers, an invention fruitful in refources, -a genius 
which roufed, and feemed to acquire new force, upon every 
difafter, a talent of governing the minds of men, together with 
a capacity of maintaining his afcendant over them even under 
circumftances the moft adverfe and diftrefsful, were qualities 
which Coligny poffefled in a degree fuperior to any general of 
the age.”+ After the treaty of St. Germains the French 
king (Charles IX) pretended to be reconciled to him and to re- 
ceive him into great favour. He was invited to be prefent at 
the nuptials of prince Henry mentioned in the laf article. A 
few days after the good queen of Navarre’s death, he was 
wounded by a mufquet ball as walking the ftreets of Paris. 
The king pretended great forrow for his wound, and vengeance 
on the affaffins, the better to delude him into the deftruétion 
which was to follew. The Paris maflacre is an event well 
known, and all things confidered, I think the blackeft deed in 
the records of hiftory ; nor can I_conceive the rage, malice, 
-eruelty, or hypocrify of devils, greater than what appeared in 
the conduét of Charles IX. his queen mother ( Catherine de Medj- 
cis) and fome other principal actorsin thistragedy. Lam glad 
my fubjeét dogs not oblige me to go far into the particulars of 
this horrid event ; but I muft relate the death of the admiral. | 
—.. Exaétly at midnight, on the eve of St. Bartholomew, 1572, 
‘the alarm bell was rung in the Palais Royale, as the fignal of 
‘death. The flaughter began, and the admiral being res 
' \s 
* Thuanw’s Hist.—Voltaire’s Henriade. 

+ Robertson’s Hist. of Charles V. 4to. Vol. iil. p. 389, 
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his danger, faid—“I perceive what is doing. I was never 
afraid of death; and I am ready to undergo it patiently, as I 
have long fince prepared myfelf for it. I blets God I thall 
die in the Lord, through whofe Grace I am elected to a hope of 
everlafling life. I now need no longer any helpof man. You 
therefore, my friends, get hence as faft as you can...... The pre- 
fence of God, to whofe gooduefs I recommend my foul, which 
will prefently fly out of my body, is abundantly fufficient for 
me.”’ 

A band of ruffians rufhed into his chamber and difpatched 
him while the young duke of Guife waited at the door. ‘The 
maflacre {pread through the kingdom, and at the loweft calcula~ 
tion 70,000 Proteftants were murdered in a very fhort time: 
and itis faid that, while this horrid fcene was tranfa&ing, many 
priefts ran about the city with crucifixes in one hand and dag. 
gers in the other to encourage the flaughter, which alfo the ty- 
rant himfelf, and his court, fanctioned with their prefence. 

“‘ Vengeance is mine, faith Jenovan, and I will repay it.”* 
—O Paris! thy ftreets have flowed again with blood—with 
the blood of thofe priefts whofe predeceifors contrived, abetted, 
and defended thefe cruelties ! 

(To be continued. ) 


SHORT. ACCOUNT OF THE ISLAND OF MADA- 
GASCAR. 


(From the Scot’s Missionary Magazine.) 


THE Ifland of Madagafcar is one of the largeft in the uni- 
verfe. Its length is 800 miles, and its greateft breadth about 
220. The foil is very fruitful, producing an abundance of 
all the neceffaries of life. It isnot populous in proportion to 


‘its bignefs, for it is fuppofed not to contain above 1,600,000 


fouls. All the inhabitants are black. They are tall, nimble, 
and have a proud gait. Wild people are found in fome parts 
of this Ifland who go naked, inhabit the woods, avoid fociety, 
and live chiefly upon roots. 

The Madagafcrians have but a very flender knowledge of 
commerce, and {till lefs of arts and {ciences, applying themfelves 
principally to agriculture and the breeding of cattle. Of luxu- 
ry, they have very little idea, and fuperfluities they affeét to defs 
pife. “They are much addiéted to finging and dancing, and 
compofe verfes extempore, which though not the beft poetry 
in the world, fhew an aptitude of genius and ready turn of wit, 
that is really furprifing. The fame language is {fpoken through- 
-out the ifland, of great affinity with the oriental, chiefly Arabic, 
agreeable to the Greeé in the manner of {peaking, and extreme- 


ly 


* Rom. xii. 19. 
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dy copious. The trade of this ifland is rather of a domeftic than 
foreign nature, as the natives have very confined ideas, and 
imperfeé notions of foreign traffic. They have a flight know]- 
edge of altronomy, and like us divide the year into 12 months, 
and the zodiac into 12 figns. 

Their fir principle of religion, is to believe in one /upreme 
God, who created the heavens and the earth, all animated be- 
ings, and an innumerable hoft of angels, infeven days. Yet, 
after having this juft idea of the Deity, they think it unnecef- 
fary to worlhip him, or pay him divine honours, alleging that 
it is fufficient to acknowledge his power. ‘They likewife be- 
lieve in a demon, who they think has power to injure them ; 
him, therefore, they worfhip, to deprecate his wrath, and to in- 
cline him to fpare them. Hence we may infer, firft, That they 
deem God the author of all good, and the devil the author of 

allevil. 2d, That their religion is founded on fear, not on 
gratitude, and that their notions of piety are formed on a re- 
juctant, not ona willing adoration. 

They likewife invoke a third power, whom they call Dian or 
lord of riches, anfwering to the Plutus of the Greeks. The 
angels they believe to be infinite in number and great in power, 
and imagine them to be divided into feven orders. 

Independent of the above, the generally received religious 
notions of thefe people are; that God having created all things, 
formed Adam out of clay, and placed him in paradife, which 
they fuppofe was in one of the planets. That it was refrefhed 
by four rivers, one flowing with wine, another with oil, a third 
with milk, and a fourth with honey ; and that it abounded 
with a profufion of the moft delicious fruits, yet Adam was 
prohibited from touching thefe delicacies, his conftitution be- 
ing fuch as to need no manner of refrefhment. ‘That the devil, 
by craft, finding Adam in paradife, afked him why he tafted 
not of the rivers, and the fruits; to which Adam replied, 
“‘ that he durft not.” The devil appeared {fatisfied, and de- 
parted, but foon returning, deceived Adam by a pretence that 
he had obtained permiflion from God for him to eat and drink 
as he pleafed. Adam being deluded, ate and drank and enter- 
ed into the corruption of nature, on which account God ban- 
ifhed him from paradife, and fent him into a far country. 
That Rahouna, or Eve, was produced from an impofthume in 
the calf of his leg; that they had many children, who, as they 
increafed in number and in years, increafed likewife in wicked- 

‘nefs. The greateft part of thefe God thought proper to de- 
ftroy on account of their vices, but fir commanded Noah to 
build a fhip, and retire to it with his family, and with a male 
and female of every other fpecies of animated beings. ‘The 
deluge fucceeded, and covered the whole earth, four moun- 
tains 
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tains excepted. When the flood had fubfided, Noah with his 
inmates quitted the fhip, fixed his dwelling at Jerufalem, from 
whence he removed to Mecca, and there he received four kinds 
of writings, which he was to tranfmit to pofterity, and which 
contained the law of God, viz. 

1. Alifurcan, intended for Noah. 

2. Soorafti, intended for Mofes. 

3. Zonboura, intended for David, 

4. Alendzi, intended for Chrift, whom they call Rahiffa. 

Thefe are the notions of the Madagafcrians, in which truth 
and falfehood are blended together. But the facred beauties 
of the firft are vifible through the erroneous blemifhes of the 
laft ; and the whole evinces the extravagance of corrupted na- 
ture, when deltitute of revelation, the only guide to be depend- 
éd on. 

I leave you, Sir, to judge, how far a miffion to that part of 
the world would be attended with good effe&ts. Every body 
knows, that the voyage to that quarter is eafy, as the ifland 
lies at an incenfiderable diftance from the Cape of Good Hope. 
Whether any miffionaries have formerly laboured there, I am 
quite unacquainted ; if not, it is full time that the Ye of 


true Chriftianity took place of the deplorable obfcurity of 


heathenifm. T. W. 


ANECDOTES, WITH HINTS. 


MR. RICHARD BAXTER. 

«*Me. Baxter, when upon his death bed, was vifited by 2 
friend, who reminded him of the glory unto which he was 
advancing, and that his many good works would attend him 
to a better ftate. The old gentleman, lifting up his feeble 
hand, and waving it, replied, * Don’t talk to me of good 
works; alas! I have dealt too much in them already.’ ” 

That do&rine, which can afford no comfort at the hour of death, 

SJhould not be maintained or propagated in the time of health. Let all, 
who deal in the do&rine of human merit, attend to the dying words of 
Mr. Baxter, and receive inftrudion. 





MRS. ROMAINE. 

“Mrs. Romaine being once in company with a clergyman 
at Teverton, who expatiated with no little zeal againft the 
doétrine of irrefiftible grace, alleging that fuch grace would be 
@uite incompatible with free will: “ Not at all,” anfwered Mrs. 
Romaine, “ grace operates effectually, but not coercively. 
The with of God’s people is drawn unto him and divine aang 
ju 
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juft as your will would be drawn toa bifhopric, if you had the 
offer of one.” 
- It is a bleffed truth, that God works in his people both to will and 
to do of his good pleafure. No force can be impofed upon the human 
will in any cafe ; but whenever a man is brought into a flate of grace, 
a great change is effected upon his will ; that rebellion, by which it was 
once charafterized, is fubdued, andthe runs the way of God’s com- 
mandments with delight. Nothing lefs, however, is necefJary for the ac- 
complifoment of this purpofe, than the exceeding greatne/s of divine 
power. ‘* Thy people /hall be willing in the day of thy power.” 


ee 


LADY HUNTINGTON. 

“ Lapy Huntington was once {peaking to a workman who 
was repairing a garden wall, and praying him to take fome 
thought of eternity, and the ftate of his foul. Some years af- 
ter, the was fpeaking upon the fame fubjeé to another, and faid 
to him, “ Thomas, I fear you never pray, nor look to Chrift 
for falvation.” “ Your Ladyfhip is miftaken,” replied the 
man, “ I heard what paffed between you and James at fuch a 
time, and the word which was defigned for him took effe& up- 
on me.” ‘ How did you hear it ?” replied Lady Huntington. 
“ T heard it,”’ faid he, “ on the other fide of the garden, through 
a hole in the wall, and will never forget the impreflion I re- 
ceived.” : 

When an infatuated king of Ifrael went up with his army againft 
Ramoth-gilead, we are told, that a certain man drew a bow at a ven- 
ture, and {mote the king between the joints of the harnefs. Theman 
who was the inflrument of the king’s death, it would appear, took no 
particular aim, he only difcharged his fhaft at his opponents 3 yet God 
direfted it to the very place where the king was vulnerable. Some- 
thing like this we fometimes perceive in the difpenfations of divine 
mercy, of which we have aninflance in the prefent cafe. Lady Hunt- 
ington had no eye to the perfon whom fhe was the means of relieving ; 
be was concealed from her view behind a wall; yet Chrift directed 
her words with fuch life and power into the heart of this poor man, 
that the imprefion was lafting. Chrift is a Shepherd who knows all 
his fheep ; their names, their place of refidence, the moment of their con- 
verfion, and the means of it, are all marked in his book ; and when 
the happy time of their /piritual change comes, he can make the /malleft 
means effeual. Chrift works the work, and he himfelf Jhall bear 
the glory. J. R. 
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Review of De. Lyntan’s Sermon. [Aug 
Review. 


———— 


For the Massachusetts M. Magazine\ 


AA Sermon preached before the Convention of the Clergy of Maffachu 
jetts, in Bofton, May 29, 1806. By Josze# Lyman, v. vp. 
Paftor of the Church in Hatfill, 


The text. 4 Corin. xi. 1; in conjunction with part of Acts x: 38. “nz 
YE FOLLOWERS OF ME, EVEN AS I ALSO AM OF CHRIST,—-WHO 
WENT ABOUT DCING GoopD.” 

IF a preacher make choice of a text merely as a mot- 
to, ds too many do at the prefent day, it is of little cons 
fequence what paffauge of Scripture be felects, as the forerun- 
ner to his vagne, defultory difcourfe. But if a minifter intend 
to preach a ferious, gofpel fermon, it is a matter of importance 
to choofe fuch a text, as pluinly contains the doctrine or duty, 
which he means to explain and inculeate. A pertinent text 
has a happy tendency both to guide and. guard a, preacher 
through his whole difcourfe. It ferves to guide him into a 
proper method and train of thoughts; and, at the fame time, 
to guard him againft gainfayers, who will feel that he is fpeak- 
ing. to them in the name of the Lord, fo long as he adheres 
to the letter and fpirit of his text. ‘The truth of thefe obferva- 
tions is clearly illuftrated, by the fermon under reviews The 
ingenious author derives great advantage from founding his 
difcourfe upon-a text, which is entirely to his purpofe, and 
which gives the appearance. of divine authority to all he fays 
through the whole. He difcovers likewife peculiar difcern- 
ment in the choice of his fubje@, which is every way adapted 
to the characters of his audience, and the occafion of their 
meeting. Nothing can be more proper to exhibit before the 


minilters of Chrift, who are profefledly engaged in promoting 


the intereft of his kingdom and the happinefs. of his fubjects, 
than his own perfect example, which he has left them for their 
continual inftruction and imitation. His method of treating 
this fubject is extremely nataral and eafy, and his manner of 
illuttrating it is no lefs judicious and forcible. Though he 
does not enter largely into the peculiar doctrines of Chrilt, yet 
he brings them into view, and reprefents them as infinitely in- 
tercfting to the fouls of men. And though he does not un- 
dertake to point out the whole fyftem of minifterial duty, yet 
he inculcates the importance of minifterial fidelity, with great 
energy and zeal. His ftyle is pure, manly, and fufficiently el- 
egant for a plain and folemn addrefs to the hearts and con-— 
fciences of men. And it is but juftice to add, that this excel- 
lent fermon difplays fuch a happy union of pulpit eloquence 
and minifterial plainnefs, as we rarely difcover in difcourfes ad- 
drefled to public bodies on public occafions. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE RHODE ISLAND MISSION. 
ARY SOCIETY. 


(From the ConneAlicut Magazine.) 


‘A..T the annual meeting of the Society, holden, Newport, 
May 3, A. D. 1805 ; | 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator. 
After which, the following votes were paffed : 

Voted, That the Secretary bé fequefted to write, in the name 
of the Society, to the Maffachufetts Miffionary Society, and 
requeft their affiftance to furnifh a miffionary, to itinerate in 
thofe towns in this ftate, which are deftitute of the preaching 
of the gofpel, as the funds of this Society are inadequate to the 
pr ties of the people, and the profpect of ufefulnefs among 
_ Voted, That the committee be authorized to procure a num- 
ber of pamphlets for diftribution in this ftate; and that 
the defcription, number and price be referred to their judg- 
ment. . 

Voted, That the Rev. Otis Thomfon of Rehoboth preach 

é fermon at the next annual meeting, (the fermon to be de- 
livered on the evening of the day of election) and in cafe of 
his failure, that the Rev. Caleb J. Tenney perform that fer- 
vice. 

. Voted, That the officers for the enfuing year be as follows, 
viz.— 

Rev. Wm. Patten, Prefident. Rev. Caleb. J. Tenney, Secre- 
tary. Mr. Jabez Denifon, Trea/furer. 

Rev. Mafe Shepard, William Patten, Caleb J. Tenney, 
Mefirs. John Mein, Jabez Denifon and John Bailey the com- 
mittee to tranfact the bufinefs of the Society. 

_, On Thurfday evening a fermon was delivered before the So- 
ciety by the Rev.,Mafe Shepard, from: Pfalm lxxii. 6. 

Voted, unanimoufly, That the thanks of the Society be made 
to the Rev. Mafe Shepard for his excellent fermon delivered 
this evening. 

The firlt vote was communicated to the Truftees of the Maf- 
fachnifetts Mifiionary Society. In confequence of which they 
appointed five minifters of the Truftees to itinerate in this 
State, a month each... Laft fall one performed his tour. 
Another is expected this {pring, but from unknown caufes the 
others have failed.. _ 

At the annual meeting, the minifters of this State agreed, 
that.one of them would yearly, and in his turn, itinerate three 
No. 3. Vol. IV. P weeks 
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weeks in this State. Accordingly the Rev. William Patten, 
the laft feafon, performed this fervice. Several miffionaries 
have this. year been employed by us in different parts of the 
State ; all of whom have been gratefully received and evident- 
ly ferviceable. Mr. Thaddeus Ofgood, a candidate for the 
miniftry, performed the fervice of three weeks ; the Rev. John 
Davenport, of four weeks, and the Rev. James Davis, an or- 
dained evangelift, has already been employed five months. He 
has itinerated in ‘liverton, Fall River, and Westport, and in 
each place; efpecially.in the firft, has been attended with great 
fuccefs. In this place, twenty or more have joined themfelves 
unto the people of God. A general ferioufnefs alfo prevails in 
the place. Thofe neighbouring minifters, who have. oceafion- 
ally vifited. the people, have been not a little gratified by the 
evident appearances ef God’s power among them. The work 
has been free from irregularity—has been folemn and evident- 
ly genuine. Mr. Davis has alfo.united his labour and influ- 
ence with the Rev. Mafe Shepard of Little Compton, and 
among Ais people has been of great and acknowledged benefit. 
In this place, under their labours, often united, an unufually 
great, general. and folemn revival has been prevailing fince the 
firft of laft January. The towns, mentioned in this communi- 
cation, lie contiguous in-the Seuth Eaftern part of this State; 
and for fix months patt, have been remarkably bleffed with the 
defcent of the divine Spirit. Yet, when we lift up our eyes and. 
look over the State, in general, we are conftrained to fay, Be- 
hold, the fields are white already to harveft. But, though the 
harvett be great, the labourers arefew. We hope, therefore, 
that the friends of Zion will unite with us in praying the Lord 
of the harveft to fend forth labourers into this his harveft. _ 
By order of the Rhode Ifland Miffionary Society, 
Vig! CALEB J. TENNEY, Secretary. 


- Newport, April 15, 1806. 


- Asacorrefpondent, the writer would add, that at Tiverton, 
a. young man, who, to the age of nineteen, had pafled'a very 
ignorant, ftupid and vicious life, was, of late, greatly alarmed 
by the obfervation of a young, well inftruéted female, who faid to 
bim, “ I fully believe, that infants are depraved, and that, unlefs 
cleanfed by the blood of Chrift, they can never be faved.” 
From this, faid the young man to himfelf, “ If infants need 
cleanfing by the -blood of Chrift, bow much more do I, who have 
{pent nineteen years in ftupidity, profanity and awful impiety.” 
His attention was folemnly arrefted. His fins rofe before him. 
He trembled and faw himfelf on the verge of endlefs perdition'! 
When feen by the writer, he was afked, and anfwered the fol- 

, | lowing 
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lowing queftions ; Do you believe God’s law juft and good in 
requiring perfe@ obedience? “1 do,” faid he. And.do you 
believe, you have, all your life, broken and trampled upon this 
law? “I do,” he returned. Are the condemning fentence of 
this law and the wrath of God now upon you for every fin’? 
“They are,” was his anfwer. Are you now going to endlefs 
deftruction? “ I am,’sfaid he, “ in the broad road to hell, and 
deferve to lie down in Retnal forrow !”’ If fo, it was.afked, how 
do you expect to efcape ruin? He returned, “ I have no expeétie 
tion of it! I fee nothing but hell muft be my portion; and 1 
believe I am but one ftep from it.””—When afked, if he did not 
view Chrift able and willing to fave him, he replied, “ 1 fully be- 
lieve Chrift both able and willing.”” Why then do you not ap- 
ply to him for falvation ?—“ My wicked heart will not let me,” 
faid he, “ my heart is oppofed to Chrift, and really choofes to 
perifh rather than fubmit to him—and unlefs God by his power 
make me willing, I muf perifh— and that he will do this for 
fuch an awful finner, is no way probable.”” Though he was 
paft weeping, he added, I feel as though I fhould fink into the 
very earth, and as though I were now /inking down into hell un- 
der the load of my fins !—Such was the ftate of rational and 
deep conviction in which the writer faw and left the young 
man. How different and unlike this to his former ftate, and to 
that of every ftupid and fecure finner! How ftrong the bonds 
of every finner’s blindnefs, ftupidity, felf-flattery, and fin! Veri- 
ly, they are flronger than the bars of acafile! In their view, all 
is well, even when they ftand, in fa%, upon the very brink of 
the bottomlefs pit! The above mentioned young man, however, 
foon obtained relief of mind. And now, as a Chriftian, he ap- 
pears no lefs rational and agreeable than he lately did as an awa- 
kened finner. Is any thing too hard for the Lord! By his 
Spirit he can, in a moment, teach an ignorant, impenitent fin- 
ner, more than they, who have remained ftupid, have ever 
learnt under all the light and benefits of the gofpel! This in- 
fiance may ferve in the room of many others who appear to have 
been brought, from an ignorant, fecure and finful ftate, to that 
of the enlightened and humble difciple of Jefus Chrift. The 
revival in Little Compton is great, and apparently genuine. 
And it is hoped and prefumed, the religious public will, in due 
time, receive an account of this work of the Lord. 


—= CD 


MISSIONARY OPERATIONS OF THE CONSOCIA- 
TIONS IN THE WESTERN DISTRICTS OF THE 
STATE OF VERMONT. 


ON the 4th of April, 1804, an addrefs was made in the 
form of a circular letter by a Committee appointed by the 
Confociations 
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Confociations in the weftern diftriéts of the State of Vermont, 
to the churches and congregations within their limits, to make 
a contribution to procure money to defray the expenfe of fome 
miflions in the new fettlements.” By the contributions, which 
were made, in purfi.ance of the addrefs, the Confociations were 
enabled to commence, under the direction of their Committee, 
their miflionary operations. From a/narrative of miflions 
lately publifhed by the Committee, it appears, that, in the 
‘courfe of the laft year, for a fhort term each, five miflionaries 
were employed. The Rev. John Grifwold was employed 
eight weeks ; the Rev. Lemuel Haynes, five weeks; the Rev. 
James Davis, fixteen weeks ; Mr. Afaph Morgan, eight weeks ; 
and Mr. Elijah Wheeler, eight weeks. ‘The labours of thefe 
miffionaries were, chiefly, if not wholly, performed within the 
limits of the State of Vermont. ‘They preached, in the whole, 
315 fermons, aflifted at the formation of 4 churches, adminiftered 
the Lord’s fupper 8 times, baptized 10 adults and 67 children, 
attended many religious conferences, and made many family 
vifits, They appear to have been received, generally, with 
kindnefs and gratitude, and heard with attention and feriouf- 
nefs, In the narrative, it is flated, that “God has been 
pleafed to grant fhowers of divine grace upon the people of 
Berkfhire and Greenfborough ;” (places where miffionary la- 
bours were beftowed:) Prayerlefs families have been made to 
confider it their privilege to offer up their morning and even- 
ing‘facrifice ; and numbers have hopefully been brought out 
of darknefs into marvellous light. Some attention has been 


of late in Hardwick (Ver.) and inftances of hopeful converfion 


in other places. The deftitute fituation of many of the infant 
fettlements, in refpect to the. means of grace, calls loudly for 
the exercife of benevolence.” 

The following affectionate and pertinent addrefs is fubjoined 
to the narrative from which the above fummary has been com- 
piled. 

“‘ The Confociations of the weftern diftric&t of Vermont, and 
fome adjacent towns in the ftate of New York, beg leave to 
addrefs the people in the limits above mentioned, on a fubje& 
they efteem important, and to all very interefting. 


“© Brethren and Friends, 

“The remarkable miffionary fpirit, which has for years paft 
taken place in many parts of the world, among Chriftians of 
almok all denominations, is a matt¢r with which we are 
acquainted : Its happy influence in favour of religion is equal- 
ly obvious. ‘The fame zeal in the caufe of God, has, ina 
meafure, been diffufed among many of the people in thefe 


parts. ‘Some contributions were made the laft year, to the 
amount 
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amount of about 328 dollars, the principal ~part of which has 
been expended in miffionary labours, we believe, with hopeful 
fuccefs. Wehave reafon to conclude, that fome fouls: have 
been delivered from eternal death, through your inftrumentali- 
ty ; for which, we defire to afcribe all the praife to fovereign 
grace. Thofe who have fincerely caft their bread upon the wa- 
ters will find it after many days ; efpecially when they come to 
meet thofe in heaven, who will be their crown of rejoicing in 
the day of the Lord Jefus. Thofe who have been employed to 
preach the gofpel among our new fettlements, and in vacant 
congregations, have had a very welcome reception, and a plea- 
fing conviction of the great utility of miflionary labours. Peo- 
ple have often caft in a little to promote the benevolent defign. 
Thefe hopeful beginnings have encouraged the minifters and 
delegates of the churches in thefe parts moft earneftly to folicit 
a continuation of your liberality and exertions, in fo laudable 
an employment; fully believing that you will not ‘withhold 
that pecuniary aid neceflary to profecute an object of fo much 
magnitude and importance. Many of your children ahd friends 
have removed to diftant parts of this and the neighbouring 
States; where they are not able or difpofed to have a fettled 
miniftry. Their temporal fupport and*profperity lies with 
weight on your minds, which perhaps excites you often to 
fend them fupplies. But can you forget to fend them the bread 
of life, to fave their perifhing fouls? This is the beft a& of kind- 
nefs you can manifeft towards your children, who have remov- 
ed from you, and may be an expreflion of thofe penitential re- 
flections that. became you, far paft unfaithfulnefs. This will 
Jay the moft_probable foundation for you to meet them again, 
where the pious will never be feparated. You need not be in- 
formed that what we call our property, is not our own; but 
that we are the Lord’s ftewards, and that he, in his providence, 
calls for fome of it. Will it not be a kind of facrilege, or rob- 
bing God, to withhold? The Almighty is able to refund a 
— fold of temporal and eternal good to the faithful and 
iberal. uth vw 
Many of you, whofe aid we entreat, will no dcubt be in eter- 
nity before the next year; many of thofe, whofe neceflities re- 
quire afliftance, will alfo be gone; and fhould you have no 
difpofition now to contribute, you may eternally lofe the reward, 
and fouls perifh through your negleét.—God has done more 
than enough to convince the candid that miflionary exertions 
are well-pleafing in his fight. Thofe towns and focieties that 
have watered, have been watered themfelves. Thofe who 
reprefent all Miffionary Societies as mercenary, adapted to pri- 
vate finifter objects, certainly betray great ignorance of the in- 
ftigution, or hearts unfriendly ‘to morality. a 
e 
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We moft earneftly entreat the affiftance of all, according 
to their feveral abilities. Should any be able to caft in only 
two mites, with faith and prayer, it will doubtlefs yield a plen- 
tiful harveft. ‘ Who then is willing to confecrate his fervice 
this day unto the Lord ?” While we call upon you to impart, 
we tru(lt that the precepts we inculcate on others will have a 
practical influence on ourfelves ; and that God will difpofe us 
amply to difcharge the duty for which we are now pleading. 
The Truftees of the Society engage to give you a juft and ac- 
curate account annually of the monies received and of their ex- 
penditures, that you may not be ignorant of their appropriation. 

We fervently hope and expect, that as you have begun in this 
good work, you will increafe more and more, that you may re- 
ceive a full reward—and that the blefling of many ready to 
perifh, may come upon you. That while }your hands are caft- 
ing into this treafury, it may be accompanied with your earneft 
prayers to the God of all grace, that he would {mile on this 
and all other Societies that are formed for the fpread of the 
glorious gofpel and the falvation of immortal fouls. Amen. 

B. WOOSTER, 
L. HAYNES, f commie of Confociation. 
J. BUSHNELL, 


———2 + 


NUMBER OF METHODISTS. 


THE number of Weflean Methodifts, July, 1805, ftood 
thus, 





In Great Britain, - - - IOI,91§ 
In Ireland, - - - - - 23,321 
At Gibraltar, - - - - 40 
In the Weft Indies, . - . ° 22,650 
In America, - - - - - 102,328 

250,254 


For feveral months paft there has beena very pleafing and 
powerful work of divine grace at Northampton, in this com- 
monwealth. We have lately been informed, through a channel 
on which we can rely, that the work ftill continues, and is on 
the increafe. Onthe firft Sabbath of this month upwards of 
thirty perfons were admitted to the communion of the church 
in that place. All clafles of the fociety have a fhare in the 
gracious difpenfation. . | 

At Little Compton the work continues with power. At 
Bradford alfo the Lord appears in his glory. May the gra- 


cious fhowers extend, until all parts of our languifhing Zion. 
be refrefhed. | 


ORDAINED 
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ORDINATIONS. 


ORDAINED at Phillipftown, N. Y. Rev. John Younglove, 
junior paftor of the united congregations of Union Village, 
Union and Stephenftown. 

Inftalled, at Bennfigton, Vt. onthe 3d ult. Rev. Daniel 
Marfh, to the paftoral care of the church and focicty in that 
town. 


—-—r es 


OBITUARY. 


DIED at Lynchburgh, Virginia, Rev. James Tomkins. 

At Bedford, N. H. Mrs. M’Gregore, confort of the Rev. 
Mr. M’Gregore of that place, and daughter of the Hon. Joha 
Orr, Efgq, 

At Belchertown, Mrs. Pamela Graves, confort of the Rev. 
Mr. Graves, of Woodftock, Con. and daughter of the Rev. 
Juftus Forward of the former place. 


—et €P 


CENT SOCIETY. 


By the following accounts our readers will perceive, that “ fmail 
and inconfiderable”’ as at firft it might appear, this is really an inflitus 
tion not to be defpifed or negleted. Already has it produced for the 
charitable ufe of the M. M. Society about eighteen hundred dollars. 
We renewedly recommend it to the particular attention and patronage 
of the female friends of the miffionary caufe. 


May 26th, 1806.—Money, &Fc. received by the Treafurer of the 
following Perfons for the Female Cent Society. 


By Rev. Samuel Spring, from ladies in Newburyport $32 27 
By Rev. Jacob Norton, from ladiesin Weymouth - 4 68 
By Rev. Nathanael Emmons, pv. v. from ladies in 


Franklin - “- “- = « = 2+ «© «© = += = 17 38 
By Rev. Jonathan Strong, from ladies in Randolph 6 
By Rev. Mr. Prentice, from ladies in Medfield - - 8 10 
By Rev. Mr. Cleveland, from ladies in Wrentham - 7 92 
By Rev. Mr. Fifk, from ladies in Wrentham - - - § 27 
By Rev:-Samuel Worcefter, from ladies in Salem - 38 23 
By Rev. Mr. Judfon, from ladiesin Uxbridge - - - 3 
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By Rev. Samuel Niles, from ladiesin Pembroke ~ - 
Likewife received 12 primers from three 
little miffes in the fame place, procured for { 
the benefit of other children, by their own 
induftry. 

By Rev. Samuel Niles, from ladies in Abington’ oe 

By Mrs. Morfe, from ladies in Charletown - - - 

By James Baker, from ladies in Dorchefter - - - - 

By Rev. Timothy Dickenfon, from ladies in Hollif- 
ton - - dJietviseaeiwe * e- e 

By ditto from Mrs. Ofbourn - - 

By Rev. Jofeph Barker, from ladies in » Middleboro” 

From two ladies in Medway - -. - 

By Rev. Mr. Howe, from ladies in Hopkinton” - 

By Mr. Samuel Goddard - - - - - = = « 

From ladiesin Newton - - - 4 71 
From dittlo-+ - - - - = + 4 4— 

By Mrs. Emerfon, from ladies in ae and other 
towns - - - - - - - 6 

By Rev. Elijah Parith, cm leilies i in Byfield . «= 

By Mr. Aaron Bullard, from ladies in Milford - + - 

By Rev. Daniel Hopkitis, from ladies in Salem - - 


By Mr. Eleazer Whitman, from ladies in Bredgwater 


By Rev. Paul Litchfield, from two ladies in Carlifle - 


By Rev. Jofeph Goff, fronrladies im Sutton = + « -) 


By Mrs. Eaton, from ladies in Framingham» +» - 
By Rey. Titus T. Barton, from ladies in Fitchburg 
By Rev. Mr. Long, from a young lady in Milford 
By M. S. froma fay j in Andover - = «= 
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By Lewis Frederick Delefdernier from ladies in Eaft . 


ae ee ate 4 «ie wee 
By a number of ladiesin Bofton - - - <= + + 
By 14 Bibles from a friend, amounting to S10 ? 
By books from five perfons - -. +» -. - 7 64—- 
Which books have been fent on to be aileibuted. 


ss 


By twelye dollars, twenty cents, from fix ladies in, 


Botton, to be laid outin Bibles - - - - = 
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